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Mr. Desai is a vegetarian and did not possess a robust constitu-
tion by any means when he was outside. In my opinion there-
fore he needs a light but nourishing diet such as milk and
baker's bread.

/ am,
Tours truly,

From a photostat: S.N. 11721

276.   LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLLAND*

November 13, 1924
DEAR FRIEND,

I received your kind letter. Miss Slade2 arrived a little later.
What a treasure you have sent me. I shall try to be worthy of
such a great confidence. I shall do everything to help Miss Slade
to become a little bridge between West and East. I am too
imperfect to have a disciple. She will be my companion in my
research (for truth) and as I am older and consequently more
advanced in spiritual experience, I propose to share with you the
honour of your paternity. Miss Slade shows a marvellous capa-
city for adaptation and we are already quite at ease with her, I
leave Miss Slade to tell you the rest by asking her to speak to
you of a French sister who has arrived at the Ashram just a few
days before her.

From a copy: C.W. 8849. Courtesy: R.K. Prabhu

277.   SPEECH AT RAMJAS COLLEGE, DELHI
November 13, 1924
Mahatmaji then addressed the students, sitting as usual, He excused
himself for having come much earlier than the appointed time, the reason for
which, he said, was that he had to attend the funeral of Bi-Amma* He ad-
vised the students not to follow his example in that respect but to cultivate the
habit of time-sense. He referred to the wonderful punctuality of Gokhale. He
said that Indians very much lacked the virtue of punctuality which should be
sfjeciafly cultivated.
11866-1944; French writer and pacifist